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FROM THE TOWN SUPERVISOR
Randy Watson, Supervisor 

I would like to take this opportunity to acknowledge the outstanding job 
the Town of Vernon Codes Enforcement Office have been doing for 
years. Codes Enforcement Officers Mr. Jody Thieme (Building Inspector), 
Mr. Reay Walker (Fire Inspector) and Codes Clerk Mrs. Heather Mair 
are the people that make their office run smoothly and efficiently. They 
are the front lines for applying for permits needed for things as simple 
as fencing or as large as building a new home. Mr. Thieme and Mr. 
Walker are diligent in keeping up to date with local business inspections 
for fire and occupancy to maintain safety for all patrons. All three 
individuals are more than happy to answer questions and help our 
residents through any process needed. These individuals care about 
keeping our community safe and informed. I’d like to publicly thank 
them all for their dedication to these processes. Next on my list of 
acknowledgments is the Highway Department. With this year being a 
harsher winter than we’ve had in 5 years, Highway Superintendent 
Timothy Murphy and his entire staff have once again done an outstanding 
job at keeping our roads safe. We appreciate the Town of Vernon 
Residents understanding and cooperation during this winter season. As 
Town Supervisor, I am proud to work with ALL of the Employees and 
Town Officials. Everyone here puts 110% dedication to their job and 
community. 

I would like to assure the residents in the Vernon Center Water District 
that the district is still moving forward. We currently are awaiting final 
approvals of all the Engineering Plans from Department of Health and 
USDA Rural Development. As soon as these final reports are approved; 
we will move forward with putting the project out to bid! We thank all 
of the residents for their cooperation and patience through this long 
process. As always, everyone is encouraged and welcome to attend the 
Town of Vernon Monthly Board Meetings for continued updates. 

Last but not least, I am very proud to be a part of the Town of Vernon 
community and my door is open to all! 

From my family to yours, stay safe, happy and healthy! 

Randy Watson 
Supervisor, Town of Vernon

Hello Town of Vernon Residents,
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WWW.TOWNOFVERNON.COM

RANDY WATSON.............. (315) 829-2985 EXT. 6

GENE BENNATI..........................(315) 363-0060

STEVE ADAMKOWSKI..................(315) 790-8008

MYRON J. THURSTON................(315) 527-6888

SUZANNE BELLINGER....... (315) 829-4481 EXT. 1

JULIE MCELROY................ (315) 829-2422 EXT. 2

CLAYTON CONOVER.................(315) 371-5429

JODY THIEME.................. (315) 829-2434 EXT. 3

REAY WALKER................... (315) 829-2434 EXT. 3

HEATHER MAIR................. (315) 829-2434 EXT. 3

DUANE MUNGER............. (315) 829-2587 EXT. 5

FRANK LAGUZZA.............. (315) 829-2587 EXT. 5
TIMOTHY WAGNER.......... (315) 829-2587 EXT. 5

JENNIFER TYCZINSKI........ (315) 829-2587 EXT. 5

BRIAN DAM................................(315) 829-2434

TIMOTHY MURPHY........... (315) 829-2742 EXT. 4

2ND DISTRICT............................KEITH SCHIEBEL

LORI KLOPFER.................. (315) 829-4481 EXT. 1

WENDY COSTON............ (315) 829-2985 EXT. 6

JENNIFER CHAMPNEY...... (315) 829-2422 EXT. 2

JOHN PETERS.............................(315) 723-4004

Town Justices

Deputy Town Clerk

Dog Control Officer

Codes Officer and Building Inspector

Codes Officer and Fire Inspector

Codes Office Clerk

Assessors Chairman

Assessors

Assessors Clerk

Chairman, Zoning Board of Appeals

Superintendent of Highways

County Legislators

Court Clerk

Town Bookkeeper

Town Clerk and Tax Collector

INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

DEPUTY TOWN SUPERVISOR, 
EDUCATION AND LIBRARIES COMMITTEE

SUPERVISOR, BUDGET OFFICER

TOWN COUNCILPERSONS

OTHER TOWN OFFICIALS
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ONEIDA CASTLE NEWS

Both residents and passerbys have 
noticed big changes in Oneida 
Castle as a sewer line is well under 
way. This has been a difficult 
process as many trees had to be 
removed to make way for the lines. 
The bid was won by Jablonski 
Excavating and our engineers are 
Ramboll, formetly O’Brien and 
Gere.  Construction began last 
October and is progressing steadily.  
It is a slow process but headway is 
being made daily. 

The initial plan was to work all 
winter long but due to the severity 
of the winter and the amount of 
snowfall, this plan has changed.  
There will be a work shut -down 
until April 1st at which time a third 
crew will be added.  This new crew 
will take care of roads, lawns, 
driveways and mailboxes. This 
should help our residents deal with 
all the changes being made around 
them.  

The trees will eventually be replaced 
and our village will be repaired . 
The Oneida Castle Board thanks 
everyone for their patience in 
dealing with this inconvenience but 
it is a necessary step toward making 

Oneida Castle a better and 
healthier place to live.  

At last month’s meeting, a plan was 
presented for a summer event in 
our village.  This would involve a 
food truck event once a week as 
well as music and children’s 
activities.  This proposal was met 
with geat enthusiasm by all present 
. All are hopeful that the organizers 
of this event will be able to put this 
together by summer.  A portion of 
the profits will be donated to 
charities and other causes such as 
our tree replacement fund.

Finally a big thank you goes to 
Trustee Gwilt and his Oneida High 
school students who are 
volunteering hours for their Honor 
Society requirements.  They have 
been a big help in putting up the 
wreaths for Christmas, as well as 
other work in the park such as the 
basketball hoops.  

In closing, the Board thanks 
everyone for their patience and 
assure all involved this will be worth 
it! Please follow us on facebook 
and check our website at www.
oneidacastleny to keep up to date 
on what is happening.
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Thank you,  
Timothy Murphy  
Town of Vernon Highway Superintendent 

•  First full week of May and first full week of September is brush and weeds pick up.  Once you have 
placed all of your material roadside call the highway garage (315) 829-2742 and give your address.  
This will make scheduling of pickup more efficient for all.  The Village of Vernon, City of Sherrill and 
Village of Oneida Castle have their own designated brush removal systems.

•  We do have a site available at the highway garage at 4322 Churton Road for town residents to bring 
small limbs, leaves and grass clippings during warm weather.

•  The Town does NOT accept Commercial green waste.  These contractors are paid by the homeowner 
to remove their brush; therefore, they have to dispose at facilities that accept it, not at the Town. The 
Town’s green waste site is limited in size and it can’t handle the excessive amount that commercial 
green waste brings.

BRUSH PICK UP – 2X a year 

ANNUAL EVENTS

PLEASE REMIND YOURSELF WHEN YOU’RE IN A HURRY, THESE WORKERS 
ARE SOMEONE’S SON, DAUGHTER, FATHER, MOTHER, BROTHER OR SISTER! 

DON’T BE THE REASON THEY DON’T GET HOME. 

Day in and day out, our highway workers are putting their lives on the line in order to maintain and 
upgrade the roads you drive. Your local highway crew is an integral part of your community. They are 
responsible for keeping roads clear, repairing damage, managing traffic, and ensuring that essential 
transportation routes remain accessible for everyone, from daily commuters to emergency responders! 

Below are some friendly tips and reminders to help keep them safe. 

ROAD CONSTRUCTION: SLOW DOWN AND MOVE OVER

•  JUST LIKE FOR POLICE, PLEASE SLOW DOWN AND MOVE OVER- IT’S THE LAW.

• As soon as you see lights, vests or reflectors, check traffic around you. SLOW DOWN and MOVE 
OVER.

•  Highway workers are not there to inconvenience you, they are trying to do their job.

• Don’t assume the operator can see you

• Wait until the flagger gives permission to safely pass

HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT NEWS
Dear Town of Vernon Residents, 

My name is Timothy Murphy and I am the Highway Superintendent. I take extreme pride in serving our 
community to make our roads safe for everyone while doing everything I can to manage the highway 
budget with the focus of keeping tax dollars low. I would also like to thank all of the residents for your 
cooperation and patience during this winter season! Below you will find a friendly reminder of information 
to take note of and a list of Annual Events and other Highway News. 
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Speed limits are set for very specific reasons and before making a change, 
residents and municipalities must conduct a speed study to prove a reason for change. Setting speed 
limits too low actually can decrease safety as drivers tend to violate speeds that are not properly set.

Most speed limits on Town and County roads are controlled by the NYS Department of Transportation (NYSDOT}.  
NYS Vehicle & Traffic law gives the authority to set speed limits to: 

Note that all changes in speed limit must be done AFTER a study by a licensed professional engineer. 

For roads and streets where the municipality can set the speed limit, the study will be conducted by an engineer 
working for or hired by the municipality. A proper speed study will look at safety issues as well. 

Keeping an open mind; if the first solution doesn’t work be flexible, this is a process that takes time & 
patience. Lowering the speed is just one possible outcome

For roads where the speed limit is set by NYSDOT:

•	 	Bringing key community members together; such as residents, highway officials, police, and 
school district reps to discuss the issue

•	 Conducting a site visit & gathering data; including traffic speeds and counts plus crash info

•	 Meeting to discuss the findings; share concerns and brainstorm solutions

•	 	Creating a plan; such as community education, enforcement, structural changes, or speed limit 
changes

•	 NYSDOT will need to collect data and visit the site to review conditions. Depending on the time of year, 
this can take several months. This is not a quick fix, please be patient.

◊	 Changing the speed limit to match both driver expectations and the surrounding community. 	
Note the lowest speed limit outside a school zone is 25mph

•	 Villages & Cities

•	 Counties and Towns within towns whose population is over 50,000 or is designated by law as “suburban.”

•	 	Create a petition to the town board requesting they look at improvements to traffic safety. Don’t just ask 
for a lower speed limit.

•	 The board will review the request and if there appears to be a need, they will ask the County Highway 
Superintendent to endorse the request.

•	 The request will be forwarded to NYSDOT who will conduct a speed study.

•	 Suggesting other measures such as traffic calming, more enforcement, or and overall local roads safety 
plan may be a better fit than changing the speed limit.

Why can’t the local highway department change the speed of the road?

Who sets the speed of the road? 

How can the community ask for a speed study? 

A speed study involves:

How long does a speed study take? 

Some possible outcomes:

Not so fast! 
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Come out and see all the new trees planted in memory of loved ones at the Walking Trail behind 
the Town of Vernon Office Building!!

In recent years it has become a trend to memorialize loved ones through planting of trees.  The 
Town is excited to announce a Tree Memorial Park Program where anyone interested in 
memorializing a family, friend or loved one may purchase a tree to be planted at the Town of 
Vernon Memorial Park.  This is a fabulous way to give a living tribute for decades to come.

The forms will be available at the Town Office Building to select what type and size of tree you 
would like planted. All trees will be planted during the proper season to optimize survival and 
growth.  Each tree that is planted will include a ground plaque commemorating the person/
persons for that tree.

TREE MEMORIAL

TOWN OF VERNON PARK WALKING TRAIL MEMORIAL
Come out and see all the new trees planted in memory of loved ones at the Walking Trail behind 
the Town of Vernon Office Building!! To date there have been 40+ trees purchased by local 
community members and planted behind the town offices.

Our Town Officials feel it is important to have a safe location for our community to gather, walk, 
ride bikes or just enjoy the outdoors. They have recently placed a gazebo in the back portion of 
the park for people to take a break and enjoy our beautiful sunrises or sunsets. We are considering 
doing a memorial bench program and hopefully will have more information soon. There will be 
two doggy waste bag dispensers added at the start of both paths this spring to help the community 
to keep our paths free of dog waste. Anyone with any ideas or suggestions on how or what they 
would like to be added to beautify the park, please reach out to a Town Board Member. 

The Town is excited to announce expansion of our Tree Memorial Park Program for anyone 
interested in honoring a friend, family or loved one. We have a new listing of trees to choose from. 
We are also considering a shrub and perennial option to be purchased and placed within the park. 
This is a fabulous way to give a living tribute for decades to come. Below is a list of the new tree 
options available!

The forms will be available at the Town Office Building. All trees, shrubs and perennials will be 
planted during the proper season to optimize survival and growth. Every option chosen will include 
a plaque commemorating the person/persons. 

Red Maple, Sugar Maple, Northern Red Oak, London Plane, Imperial Sunburst Locust, Flowering 
Crab, Flowering Pear, Norway Spruce, White Pine 



10  TOWN OF VERNON www.townofvernon.com      

TOWN OF VERNON ASSESSOR NEWS
For the 2025 school year the VVS School District has increased their income limit for eligibility to receive 
the Senior Exemption on your VVS school tax bill. With that being said, I felt this would be a good time to 
review all the eligibility information for the 2025 Town of Vernon exemptions. They are as follows:

Basic STAR – Renews automatically- available for primary residence of all homeowners with income less 
than $500,000. Anyone that purchased their home after June of 2016 must apply for the STAR Income 
Credit with the State of New York. (see contact info below)

Enhanced STAR – Renews automatically – available to homeowners 65 or older with income less than 
$107,300. This benefit is also in the form of a credit if you purchased your home after June of 2016, 
anyone receiving the Basic STAR prior to June of 2016 has the option of applying for the STAR Credit 
through the state or they can apply for the Enhanced STAR exemption with the Town of Vernon Assessors 
Office. (see contact info below)

Please note: to receive either of the above STAR credits, Basic or Enhanced, you must apply for the initial 
year. To do so, you can apply for the Credit by calling the NYS STAR office at 518-457-2036 or you can 
apply online at https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/default.htm.

Veteran and Veteran Disability Exemptions – Renews Automatically but you must apply with the 
Assessor for the initial year (if you receive the disabled Veteran’s exemption and your percentage of disability 
changes, you must bring your paperwork to the assessor’s office so your exemption can be updated).

Senior Citizen’s Exemption: To be eligible for the Senior Citizen’s exemption a resident must prove 
ownership, must be at least 65 years of age, prove that their income falls within the scale approved by the 
taxing jurisdiction and prove that the property is their primary residence. Below are Senior Exemption 
income limits for some jurisdictions that are in the Town of Vernon:

Oneida County and Town of Vernon:

VVS School District:

Oneida School District:

Income less than $37,900

Income less than $37,900

Income less than $19,500

The Senior Citizen’s exemption must be renewed each year with the Town of Vernon Assessor. Once 
you have initially applied for this exemption you will receive a pink renewal form in the mail every January.

Low Income Disability Exemption: This exemption applies to the Oneida County and Town of Vernon 
taxes. Income must be less than $37,900 and you must have proof of your disability. Once you have 
initially applied for this exemption you will receive an orange renewal form in the mail every January.

Agricultural Exemption: The Town of Vernon does have an Agricultural Exemption for farmers and 
landowners who lease their property to an operating farm. Please contact the Assessor’s Office for further 
information.

If you feel you might be eligible for a STAR Credit, please contact the State using the numbers mentioned 
above. If you feel you might be eligible for any exemption in the Town of Vernon, please contact the Town 
of Vernon Assessors office located in the Vernon Town Hall (315-829-2587). The Vernon Assessor’s hours 
are Monday through Thursday 9am-2pm. New Exemptions and exemption renewals for the 
upcoming year must be completed with the Assessor’s office before March 1 of each 
year.

Please don’t hesitate to call if you have any questions concerning eligibility for an exemption.

Assessor’s Office Phone Number - 317-829-2587 Ext 5
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      A year ago, Oneida County opened its doors to the world by hosting the 2024 International Women’s 
Ice Hockey World Championships.  The Adirondack Bank Center, formerly known as the Utica Aud,  and 
the newly developed Nexus Center were the perfect combination to host the 10-team international world 
competition which was held for the first time in the U.S. since 2017.  An estimated 70,000 visitors spend 
a combined $3.4 million in consumer spending.  But this story is  not all about hockey, or even sports.

     Oneida County has become a hub of commerce for central New York.  As people visit here, stay here, 
shop here, and eat here, our out-of-county guests add to our economy through sales tax.  Other events 
include soccer and lacrosse tournaments, basketball, and even trade shows add to our County economy. 
The largest source of revenue for operating Oneida County comes from sales tax with an estimated $151 
million for FY 2025, or more than 27% of our total revenue.  The significance?  Our Board of Legislators 
have adopted a budget for the twelfth consecutive year with no property tax increase to the tax 
levy!  To the residents that own property, the County’s property tax remains stable despite current rates of 
inflation.

     The County’s 2025 budget totals $547 million.  Of this, nearly 90% of the budget remains mandated 
services for our residents with health and human services comprising of the largest portion.  And yet, a 
significant portion of our budget is dedicated to County roads and bridges.  This past summer, two major 
local county roads, Peterboro Road and Marble Road, were ditched, repaved, and striped.   Other county 
roads were sealed to extend the surface life.  More than $15 million has been appropriated in the 2025 
budget for repaving, maintenance, and improvements of county roads and bridges.  Other discretionary 
funds include the Sheriff’s road patrol (this is not mandated), Office of the Aging including Senior Nutrition 
Program and Office of Continuing care, the Youth Bureau and support of libraries.  Additionally, through 
state and federal grants, some of these discretionary programs generate additional state and federal grant 
funds for the County.

     This past fall, I implemented a couple community town hall meetings focused on local and regional 
issues including a public safety town hall highlighting the County Sheriff’s services and a housing forum 
exploring regional housing needs.  These issues touch everyone in our communities and connect our local 
leaders to potential partners, services, or collaborators.  Look for more such meetings to be announced.

     One of the most enjoyable aspects of this position is to help residents with issues, be it water drainage 
on Carrick Road, a safety sign on Marble Road, stream concerns on Bleeker Road, and the list goes on 
and on.  It has been a privilege to represent you and serve our residents for the past decade.  As your voice 
in County government, please do not hesitate to contact me should you have an issue, question, suggestion, 
or concern about our County and the services we provide;  I can be reached via email at Kschiebel@
oneidacountyny.gov, call or text at 315-335-0887, or attend a local municipality meeting.  Thank you for 
being an active part of our community. 

TOWN OF VERNON NEWSLETTER – SPRING 2025
KEITH SCHIEBEL -- ONEIDA COUNTY LEGISLATOR DISTRICT 1
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FROM THE TOWN CLERK

TOWN OF VERNON COURT
Town of Vernon Court has new office hours starting the week of March 17, 2025. 

Monday: 10 am – 3 pm     Thursday: 10 am – 3 pm

Court meets monthly on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at 4:00 pm 
unless otherwise notated on our website.

We observe all Federal holidays, please check website for office closure dates for 2025.

Contact Us:
Phone: 315-829-4481     Fax: 315-829-3553

Email: VernonTownCourt@nycourts.gov

In person Drop Off: please include on the envelope Name, Date of Birth, and Address
External Drop box at back of building.

Internal Drop Box next to the left of the office window.
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Think Spring; Visit the Town of Vernon.com 
website for upcoming date meetings and events.

Town of Vernon Times
Spring 2025www.townofvernon.com

The Town of Vernon 
4305 Peterboro Road 
P.O. Box 643 
Vernon, NY 13476


